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Message From the Director

s anative Mainer, I am proud of our state’s natural beauty: the
rocky coastline, sandy beaches, majestic mountains, vast forests,
and amazing wildlife. But I am most proud of our people — those
who make Maine’s communities amazing places to live, work, play
and raise a family. Many of these incredible Mainers made the
accomplishments showcased in Raising Readers’ 2017 Annual Report possible.
Like our natural beauty, Maine children’s
authors and illustrators are some of our state’s
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most valuable treasures. On innumerable Program Manager, EMHS

occasions, they have donated their talents and
time to championing Raising Readers’ success.
Whether attending ceremonies and events or
participating in [read alouds] all over the state,
these artists have inspired Maine children’s
imagination, creativity, and literacy development.
Since 2005, every 5-year old in the state has
received a storybook created by members of
Maine’s literary community, with a special
message about graduating from Raising Readers,
taking time to explore public libraries and the
joys of reading throughout life. This tradition is
part of what makes Raising Readers unique and
cherished by so many families.

Year after year, Raising Readers fulfills its
mission of inspiring a love of books and reading
with the support of many other dedicated Mainers. There are the healthcare teams
and hospital staff who ensured that 68,000 children received 162,000 books this past
year; the Libra Foundation, which so generously funds Raising Readers annually
(17 years and counting!); and the childhood educators, librarians and early literacy
organizations that partner with us to ensure children are read to regularly. Last but
not least are the families who devote endless hours to reading and rereading favorite
books so that they and their children can live out Raising Readers’ mission every day.

To all those who help make Raising Readers one of Maine’s true gems, we thank
you and are so grateful for your contributions.

On behalf of the Raising Readers team, happy reading in 2018!
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Raising Readers Director Cassandra
Grantham pictured with her daughter
Charlotte (6 years) and Maine
author/illustrator Chris Van Dusen.
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Parent’s Perspective

“The first book | ever read to my
daughter was from Raising

Readers. It was called Time for Bed.

| remember reading it to her that first
week in the middle of the night when
we were up. | plan to keep it forever.”
- Laura, Presque Isle, Maine

306

Health
Centers

41

Hospitals and
Birth Centers

,20

Healthcare
Providers

Provider’s Perspective

“The reach of this program goes beyond the
immediate impact to these children. In a recent
interview with a candidate for our residency
program, we discussed Raising Readers as an
example of what we in Maine do to promote [the
success of our kids]. They were very impressed”

- Dr. James Jarvis, Director, Family Medicine
Residency at EMMC Family Medicine Center

Privately funded by the Libra Foundation since 2000.

Data are gross estimates.

Raising Readers is building an

early literacy community, one

FACEBOOK
75,000

followers

INSTAGRAM
2,200

followers

follower at a time. Our social
media presence on platforms

like Facebook and Instagram has
blossomed into popular online
spots for parents, caregivers, and

other stakeholders to engage with (g \ PINTEREST

1,500

followers

TWITTER
900

followers

each other and share early literacy

messages and tips. Even better,

our community keeps growing!

Donated the complete
2000-2017 Raising
Readers book collection
to the Fogler Library at

Celebrated the 5-year-old book

selections by Maine illustrator

the University of Maine
Kevin Hawkes and Maine author/

(Orono), which Maine
teachers, teachers-in-

training, and faculty use in

their early literacy studies

and research.

Raising Readers’ mission is to share the love of books

and reading with Maine families. One of the most

important ways we do that is by providing high-quality,
developmentally appropriate books at birth and at well-child
visits to help parents build their home libraries and share
read-aloud experiences with their children. Included in this
year’s collection is the book for 5-year olds, Circus Ship,
written and illustrated by Maine’s own Chris Van Dusen.

2017 BOOK COLLECTION:
Which book is your family’s favorite?

illustrator Chris Van Dusen.
Both events were done in
collaboration with the Children’s
Museum and Theater of Maine.

Visit raisingreaders.org to explore more Raising Readers books and resources.

A Statewide Network: Raising Readers Partners With
358 Healthcare Sites and 1,200 Healthcare Providers Across Maine
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All photos featured in this report are of Maine children from
Androscoggin, Aroostook, Cumberland, Hancock, and York counties.

Raising Readers is a statewide program funded by the Libra Foundation,

led and administered by MaineHealth in collaboration with OEMHS
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